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plashed men that ever assisted in the counsels of India. His
experience as a jurist, and the "wide scope of Ms studies re-
garding the origin of laws and the structure of society, quali-
fied hi-nn in the highest degree for the work of an Indian
legislator at this time. Some notable laws, such as the Penal
Code, had indeed been already enacted; but a mass of impor-
tant subjects remained to be brought under scientific legislation.
JFor some little time (that is since 1861) a Commission had been
sitting in England to prepare drafts of law for the assistance
of the legislature in India. It was accordingly engaged in
preparing drafts of important Acts, such as the Civil Procedure,
the Criminal Procedure, the Contract Act, the Evidence Act,
the Negotiable Securities Bill, and the Transfer of Property Bill.
These drafts used to be transmitted to India from time to time,
and Maine then had to consider them in principle and detail,
consulting the members of the Legislative Council and other
well-informed persons on all points where the peculiar customs
or circumstances of India might be concerned. He gave useful
advice to the Governor-General regarding the composition of
the Legislative Council, by the appointment of really represen-
tative men to be members of it. For its staff he obtained the
services of Whitley Stokes, who soon proved himself to possess a
talent for drafting laws, and to whose skill and technical know-
ledge the Indian legislature is greatly indebted. John Lawrence
gave consistent help to this work, and presided regularly at the
sittings of the Legislative Council of the Governor-General.

Besides his special work of legislation Maine took part in the
general business of the administration as a member of the Govern-
ment of India. He was not expected to give more than a cursory
attention to such departments as war, finance, or public works;
but every question that involved considerations of law, of rights
or privileges, of general principle affecting either British terri-
tories or Native States, was referred to him for opinion. Further,
he rendered assistance in respect of high education; for several
years he served as Vice-ChancelLor of the Calcutta University,
and at the annual convocations delivered orations which were long
remembered for their graceful eloquence and literary culture.